Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 ATHENS 08394 311818Z 

40 

ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO NEAE-00 AF-06 EB-07 COME-OO PA-01 
/037 W 

083633 

O P 311710Z OCT 75 
FM AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
TO AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS PRIORITY 
MCONSUL FRANKFURT PRIORITY 1435 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO PRIORITY 
SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 1 100 
INFO AMEMBASSY CAIRO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY IIDDA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL HAMBURG PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS PRIORITY 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ATHENS 8394 
E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OVIP BTRA SU SO TC SY GR GR 

SUB J : TRAVEL OF TENNESSEE GOVERNOR RAY BLANTON 

REF STATE 252744, 255107, 256768 (NOTAL) 

SUMMARY: STAFF AIDE TO GOVERNOR BLANTON OF TENNESSEE, WHO 
TRAVELING IN MIDDLE EAST TO SUPPORT ACTIVITIES OF INDEPENDENT 
TENNESSEE TRADE MISSION, HAS INFORMED EMBASSY OF FOLLOWING 
CHANGES IN GOVERNOR S ITINERARY: KUWAIT AND SAUDI ARABIA 
NOW DELETED FROM ITINERARY AND PARTY WILL CONCLUDE TOUR 
IN FRANKFURT. END SUMMARY. 

1. GOVERNOR BLANTON, IN PRINCIPLE, WOULD APPRECIATE 
OPPORTUNITY TO MEET AND EXCHANGE VIEWS WITH AMBASSADORS OR 
PO'S AT EACH POST, BUT PREFERS TO LEAVE PLANS OPEN 
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MADE BY HOSTS. CONTACT OFFICER, STATE COMMISSIONER THOMAS 
BENSON, WILL CALL EMBASSIES OR CONTROL OFFICERS ON ARRIVAL. 

2. FOR KHARTOUM: GOVERNOR’S PARTY DEPARTING ATHENS 
APPROX 7 A.M. NOVEMBER 1 VIA REFUELING STOP IN CAIRO AND 
ESTIMATES ARRIVAL KHARTOUM ABOUT 1300. GOVERNOR BLANTON, 
COMMISSIONER BENSON, AND SECURITY AIDE CAPTAIN PARKER WILL 
STAY AT STATE GUEST HOUSE. ACCOMMODATIONS FOR REMAINDER OF 
PARTY ARRANGED BY MR. KANAAN HAFFAR (TEL 41 1-84). BENSON 
WILL CONTACT GERLACH ON ARRIVAL. 

3. FOR MOGADISCIO: PARTY DEPARTS KHARTOUM A.M. NOVEMBER 4 
WITH ETA MOGADISCIO APPROX 1 1:30. GOVERNOR AND PARTY 
STAYING AT ACCOMMODATIONS ARRANGED BY MINISTER OF TOURISM 
JAMA RABILEH AND OSMAN OSMAN. 

4. FOR ABU DHABI: PARTY DEPARTS MOGADISCIO A.M. NOVEMBER 7, 
ARRIVING ABU DHABI APPROX 1200. LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS MADE 
BY FAROUK AL-TAYEB MARGHANI, ITU ADVISER, KHALEIYA PALACE 
HOTEL. FROM NOVEMBER 7-10 PARTY WILL COMMUTE BETWEEN 
ABU DHABI, DUBAI, AND SHARJAH. 

5. FOR DAMASCUS: GOVERNOR'S PARTY DEPARTS ABU DHABI 
P.M. NOVEMBER 10 WITH ETA DAMASCUS APPROX 2000. DAMASCUS 
ACCOMMODATIONS COORDINATED BY ZUHEIR NHLAWI, PRESIDENT OF 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

6. FOR FRANKFURT: PARTY WILL DEPART DAMASCUS NOVEMBER 13 
FOR FRANKFURT, POSSIBLY WITH ATHENS STOP-OVER. GOVERNOR 
WILL REMAIN IN FRANKFURT FOR PRIVATE VISIT AND MEETINGS 
WITH LOCAL BUSINESSMEN UNTIL RETURN TO U.S. NOVEMBER 19. 

LOCAL CONTACT WILL BE PETER KUGLER (TEL 82-4541 IN HAMBURG). 

7. COMMENT: GOVERNOR BLANTON HAS BEEN IN ATHENS SINCE 
OCTOBER 26. ARRANGEMENTS HERE WERE MADE INDEPENDENTLY 
THROUGH BUSINESSMAN TOM PAPPAS. GOVERNOR AND PARTY MET 
WITH AMBASSADOR OCTOBER 29 AT RESIDENCE FOR INFORMAL BRIEFING 
ATTENDED BY ECONOMIC COUNSELOR AND RTDO DIRECTOR FROM 
BEIRUT. OTHER EMBASSY ASSISTANCE TO GOVERNOR'S PARTY 
INCLUDED VISA AND TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS, AND CHANGE IN LOCAL 
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